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The 
Podium

by Clancy Weeks

What My Father Taught Me...
Many years ago, back when my father 
spent most of his days working in the 
photography business he and my moth-
er owned and operated (the kids still 
just call it “The Studio”), one of the 
package printers stopped working. For 
the uninitiated, a package printer was 
fed a negative and then reproduced 
on a long roll of photographic paper a 
series of prints in various sizes. At the 
time it was a marvel, and was so new 

and innovative that only professional 
and certified repairmen were allowed 
to work on them. Said repairmen were 
about 100 miles from my parents’ 
business, and these guys charged $75 
an hour from the time they left their 
home–and this was back in the ’80′s.

My father, unwilling to spend that 
kind of money on something so simple 
as a repair, methodically pulled that 
baby apart and narrowed the prob-
lem down to one of the many circuit 
boards that made up the guts of the 
machine. That’s right–this thing was 
Computerized!  That’s the way we re-
ferred to such things at the time, capital 
letters implied in the mere speaking of 
them. Undeterred by a complete lack 
of knowledge of integrated circuits, he 
proceeded to whip out an old volt me-
ter and–one by one–tested the pins on 
each and every chip until he found one 
that showed a markedly different level of 
resistance. From this he deduced that he 
had found the bad circuit. Mind you, he 
relied entirely on his high school knowl-
edge of electricity and basic science.

Producing a handy screwdriver from a 
back pocket, he popped out the offend-
ing little chip and drove over to the local 
electronics supply store. Some of you 
will remember the like–it was the one 
that carried tubes for your old television 
console. He had the man at the 
store order an 

identical chip from a huge catalog 
(Motorola, I think) and in a week the part 
was delivered. He pressed it in, returned 
the machine to its original reassembled 
state, and fired it up. The damn thing ran 
for another twenty years without a hitch.

My dad performed these little miracles 
on a near-daily basis. There was the time 
he taught Kodak representatives how 
to “push” color film during processing 
so that you could photograph in color 
at a night-time football game. Until that 
point, most believed it was impossible 
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President’s 
Address

by Leslie Parish

The Cypress Symphonic Band is 
entering its 5th season, and  I have 
had the honor and privilege of 

being president of this wonderful group 
of musicians since the beginning.  From 
that first meeting of seven people, we 
have grown to a nice group of fifty five 
musicians.  Although we have had some 
moments of “uh oh, what next?” in this 
five year journey, I am confident that we 
will be around for many years to come.

This band is a family.  We care for each 
other, help each other, share with each 
other.  If we know the need, there is 
someone who will step up to offer assis-
tance.  If you are a member of this band, 
or are considering joining this band, 
there is a sense of comfort in knowing 
that this is not just another organization 
where you are an anonymous entity, 
where we listen to you and try to keep a 
balance between the needs of the musi-
cian and the interests of the audience.

We try to maintain an atmosphere of 
relaxation and humor in our rehearsals.  
Most of us work demanding, stressful jobs 
for eight hours before we even get in the 
car to fight traffic to make it to rehearsal.  
As musicians, we know that we need to 
focus on the music and watch the conduc-
tor if we want the music to be pleasing 
to the audience, but the atmosphere in 
rehearsal does stay relaxed.  If you are 
going to play a wrong note, be proud of 
it and play it loudly (at least in rehears-

al)!  We all play 

wrong notes, we all get lost at some point 
or another, but the fact that we can make 
mistakes and still know we are welcome 
in the band goes a long way toward con-
tinuing to build our skill and confidence.  

If you have not yet done so, please con-
sider using http://smile.amazon.com and 
choose Cypress Symphonic Band, Inc. as 
your charity whenever you make a pur-
chase through Amazon.com.  We also 
accept donations through Paypal on our 
website, http://cypresssymphonicband.org.  
We do not charge for our concerts, and we 
want to keep it that way.  Donations are 
how we survive, purchase music and per-
cussion equipment, and there are links on 
the “Support Us” tab to make donations to 
two Go Fund Me pages which will help us 
to purchase more percussion equipment 
and to defray the cost of rehearsal space.

At this point the closed sections are flute, 
oboe, clarinet, bass clarinet, saxophone 
and euphonium.  We still need musi-
cians in the following sections:  bassoon, 
trumpet, trombone, horn, tuba, string 
bass and percussion.  If you know of any-
one who would be interested in joining, 
please have them email Johnathon@
cypresssymphonicband.org for more in-
formation on membership, or to be placed 
on a waiting list for closed sections.

The 2016-2017 concert season promis-
es to take us “Around the World in 80 
Minutes,” and will include familiar as well 
as new pieces.  We have been across the 
United States (2014-2015) and into space 
(2015-2016), so what better time to go 
around the world!  I can promise you that 
the music will be challenging enough to 
keep the musician interested and growing 
technically, and a delight to the audience 
at each concert.  Rehearsals begin again on 
July 12th  at Richard 
and Meg Weekley 
Community Center, 
8440 Greenhouse 
Road, Cypress, 
TX at 7:00 pm.  I 
hope to see every-
one there, along 
with new faces!

EVENTS
2016–2017 SEASON

JULY 12
READING SESSION 1

JULY 19
READING SESSION 2

JULY 26
CALL FOR SCORES 
READING SESSION 

AUGUST 2
REHEARSALS BEGIN

SEPTEMBER  25
FALL CONCERT

DECEMBER 10
HOLIDAY CONCERT

MARCH 25
SPRING CONCERT

JULY 1
PATRIOTIC CONCERT
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Composer’s Corner
SPOTLIGHT:  JULIE GIROUX

by Kim Beale 

My interview with composer Julie 
Giroux:  world renowned and award 
winning composer, humble beyond 
measure and wickedly funny!

What is the most frequently asked 
question that you dread?

Without fail, I am asked ‘what inspires 
me’ to which I want to say, “Well, what 
inspires your dreams?”  In other words, 
there isn’t any one thing.  I once heard 
Bill Conti answer that question with one 
word – MONEY.  I was surprised he said 
it but there is truth to that statement.  
When I am paid to compose or orches-
trate, whether for a movie, TV show, or 
whatever, I want to do my best.  The peo-
ple who are paying me like my stuff, so I 
feel like I have a responsibility to them to 
do my best.  I can’t let them down.  So I 
guess money does inspire me in a way.

You composed your first band piece when 
you were 8 years old.  What was that like?

It’s funny actually because my mom has 
a stack of notes that came home with me 
from my teachers starting in first grade 
saying I was disrupting the class with my 
singing.  I wonder if I 
had been singing songs 
that were recognizable, 
if I would have gotten in 
so much trouble.  Those 
tunes would swirl around 
and I had to let them out.  

Most of your work 
these days is for 
Concert Band.  Why?

 I love to write for band.  
It’s actually more dif-
ficult than writing for 
strings.  I want the band 
to sound great.  There 
are so many colors that 
many writers can’t see.  
And I most enjoy work-
ing with community bands and military 
groups.  They play music they love and 
the audience will enjoy.  How fun is that?

Musicians love to play your mu-
sic.  Is that intentional?

Absolutely!  I write as much for the peo-
ple who are going to play my music as I 
do for the people who are going to listen 

to it.  I like to try to trip the players 
up a bit now and then.  {giggle}

Has technology changed the 
way music is written?

Technology today allows any idiot to 

write music.  My Pomeranian could run 
across the keys and make better mu-
sic than some of the stuff coming out 
these days.  The programs can certainly 
help but if someone is depending on 
the program, for example, to tell them 
when they are out of range for an in-
strument….well, that’s just ridiculous.  

(cont. on page 5)
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Account Balance 
  

Checking account $1857.27 
Pending checks 
 
Total checking 
 
Savings account 
 
Pending deposits 

751.52 
 

$1105.75 
 

$100.04 
 

150.00 
  

  
Total $1355.79 
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CSB Income vs Expense 1/1/16 - 6/24/16

Income
Expense

Expense Breakdown for 2016

Shirts $2,219 35.9%
J W Pepper $1,239 20.1%
Insurance $739 12.0%
John Wesley/Cornerstone UMC $500 8.1%
Storage $400 6.5%
Fedex $290 4.7%
Harp player $250 4.0%
Paypal Hostbed/Dropbox $144 2.3%
Truck rental $137 2.2%
Trumpet player $100 1.6%
VFW $100 1.6%
Program printing $56 0.9%

Total $6,174 100.0%

by Ron Graves

The Cypress Symphonic Band is pleased 
and honored to call Cornerstone 
United Methodist Church its home.  

Cornerstone was founded in 1983 
by Pastor Douglas Caldwell and 17 
congregants. The congregation grew 
rapidly and by 1988 a worship center 
was completed on Ridge Park Drive 
in Copperfield.  Soon an education 
building was added.  This addition ac-
commodated Sunday school classes as 
well as a preschool.  The Cornerstone 
Preschool became very successful with 
an enrollment of 330 and a staff of 52.

The church outgrew the Ridge Park 
location and relocated to its pres-
ent home on West Road in 2010.  At 
West Road a sanctuary and education 
building were constructed to accom-
modate the worship and education 
needs of the growing congregation.  
Now a family life center is nearing 
completion which will become the 
location of the Cypress Symphonic 
Band’s rehearsals and performances. 

There is as active music ministry 
that includes the Chancel Choir, 
praise band, and a bell choir. 

Cornerstone is a welcoming church 
of approximately 700 members.  
Three services are offered each 
Sunday. Two of the services are 
traditional in nature and meet at 
8:30 and 10:45.  A contemporary 
service meets at 9:35 simulta-
neously with Sunday school.  

All are invited to come, vis-
it, and join Cornerstone.

www.cornerstoneumc.org
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Tell me about work/life balance.

At this point in my life I get to choose 
what I want to do and that’s nice.  The 
pace I kept during the years I wrote for 
shows like Dynasty was grueling.  There 
was no time off, no vacations, no time 
for anything but work.  I would write 
literally for days without sleep.  I paid 
my dues.   Plus I am older and can’t do 
that anymore….don’t get me wrong, 
I will stay up for a couple of day’s 
straight to write but I have my limits.  

That said, my music is the most im-
portant thing in my life and always has 
been.  I remember a conversation I had 
back in the 80’s with Katherine Hepburn 
that really stuck with me.  I was work-
ing at Paramount and the parking is 
awful so they have these carts that 
take you where you need to go.  I am 
sitting on this little bench waiting for 
the cart and down she sits.  I learned 
early on that when in the presence of 
a star, you don’t talk.   You listen.  So 
she starts asking me questions about 
what I do, my life, etc.  She asked if I 
was married and I said no.  She said, 
“Well that’s good because you only get 
to be great at one thing.  You can be 
good at many things, but to be great, 
you choose.”  And she was right.  I am 
dedicated to my craft.  I live it. I breathe 
it.  I am OBSESSED with it!  I am always 
working on doing something bigger and 
better.  It’s who I am and it’s what I do. 

Do you ever feel like your 
music writes itself?

Of course!  Sometimes I feel like I was 
just the conduit…the music put itself on 
the paper, I merely held the pen.  And 
I have pieces that when I finished, I 
felt like I had been in the dentist chair 
with a drill in my mouth…tortured!  

How fun is it to conduct your music?

Actually, there are pieces I will 
never conduct...ever.  

Because?

It’s just too hard.  You have to understand, 
when I am conducting a piece of music, I 
go back in time to when those notes were 
put on that page.  I can’t separate myself 
emotionally from that.  Recently, I lost 
4 loved ones in just over a year.  Several 
of my recent works were written during 
that time.  The grief I was experiencing…
well, it’s just too painful to go back there.  

How does it make you feel to know 
that you are leaving a legacy?  Your 
music will be played years from now 
and your name will be known long af-
ter you are gone.  What’s that like?

Truth is I only recently gave it any thought.  
I was asked to do an interview and my 
schedule prevented me from getting there 
in time for the broadcast, so they proceed-
ed without me.  The way they presented 
it sounded past tense.  That is really the 
first time I thought about it.  What I re-
alized is that I truly don’t care about my 
name living on or getting the credit for the 
work.  Music doesn’t belong to the per-
son who wrote it.  [She hums few bars a 
well-known Bach piece]  Beautiful, right?  
Where does that take you?  Somewhere 
wonderful?  To heaven?  Now…are you 
thinking about Bach or are you just going 
where the music takes you?  That’s my 
point.  What I hope is that the music will 
live on.  It deserves it.  Pieces like One Life 
Beautiful, Riften Wed, Bookmarks from 
Japan,  To Walk with Wings…the soul 
of that music will be around long after 
I am gone.  And I am good with that.  

Your music spans the globe and at 
times goes back centuries.  What 
kind of research is required?

I do a lot of research when preparing piec-
es like Khan and Culloden.  Sometimes, 
I will have pictures around the house 
of that period.  The research helps me; 
it’s like the outline of a story.  Once 
the outline is done, I fill in the notes.  

Speaking of spanning the 
globe, 

what made you decide to move to 
a small town in Mississippi after 
living for years in Los Angeles?

I bought this house back when my broth-
er moved here so I could be close to him 
and his family.  He and I are really close 
and I wanted to be there for his kids’ 
birthday parties and band concerts.  I 
didn’t want to miss that stuff.  Over the 
years, I started spending more and more 
time here.  I still have a place in LA and 
I go when I need to but this is home.  

Tell me something people 
may not know about you.

I’m gay and it’s okay to say it. I 
have decided that I really don’t care 
what people think.  Being ‘out’ in 
LA was no big deal but it’s differ-
ent in a small southern town. 

 My partner and I decided to get married 
on our 20th anniversary.  We woke to the 
news of the mass shooting in Orlando.  
It was shocking and horrific.  We con-
sidered changing our wedding date but 
to give in to hate and terrorism is to ac-
cept it. We refuse to do so. This tragedy 
touched me deeply.  So my thought was, 
“There but by the grace of God go I.”  

If you could go back in time and 
change anything, what would it be?

That’s easy.  When I was in elemen-
tary school I started writing music.  I 
would use sketch pads because that’s 
all I had that was big enough.  Then I 
would draw in the staffs, row after row.  
I would try to find ways to use several 
rulers to make it easier.   If I messed up, 
I would have to start over.  I spent thou-
sands of hours drawings staffs.  It wasn’t 
until I was at LSU that I found out you 
can buy blank scores!  Imagine that!

In closing, of what are you most proud?

I am most proud of the dogs I have 
rescued and people I have helped.

(Composer’s Corner, cont. from page 3)
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by David Cloud

I t was a dark and stormy night 
(really, it was; hurricane Ike was 
swirling around us as my wife 

Sue and I sat in the darkness pon-
dering why on Earth we had come to 
Houston and what we would do now).

“Sweetheart”, Sue said snuggling up 
close to me, “I want to do something 
special for you for your birthday”.  She 
had my attention.  “I want to have 
your trombone repaired, so we can 
play together again, like we used to”.

Many long years before we had been in-
troduced by mutual freinds, and our love 
of music had led to impromptu trysts; 
Bach played in a minor key; “Salvation 
Army” renditions of Christmas carols by 
the incongruous combination of flute and 
trombone (or PICOLO and trom-
bone!) and the exchange 
of various and sundry 
(often obscure) re-
cordings that we 
each held dear.  
In the inter-
vening years 
my horn had 
been retired 
to the corner 
while I con-
centrated on 
the more “socially 
acceptable” guitar, 
but it was never far from 
sight.  A nasty bruise from a 
colision with a French horn (on stage, 

in high school) had never been properly 
repaired, and the hand-slide (that part 
that makes a trombone a “Trombone”) 
was dented and a bit sluggish.

“OK”, I said.  Sue, with a college degree 
in music (and flute!) had rediscovered 
her own instrument after years of “fam-
ily obligations” and was now rehears-
ing and performing with several local 
ensembles.  Some of her performing 
friends had invited her to join one of 
the “community bands” in the area, and 
she thought that it would be a great 
activity for us to share, together.

A few weeks later, freshly tuned-up horn 
in hand, I pondered my newly agreed-up-
on fate; I needed to play “at a high-school 
level” to be a member of any of the 
community bands, so I got out my high-
school lesson assignments (yes, I still had 
them!), puckered up, and...  Thirty-odd 
years of not playing is a humbling experi-
ence.  Not for the first few minutes, mind 
you.  I was able to play a few exercises, 
the notes were mostly correct, but then 
something happened; my lips turned 
numb.  My mind remembered how to 
play, but my body had other ideas.  It 
is said that “one never forgets how to 
ride a bicycle”, and this is true.  But 
climbing into the saddle after decades 
of absence will be a rude awakening 
for even the most experienced rider.

Although Sue wanted me to go with her 
to band rehearsals as soon as possible 
I knew that I had a LOT of work to do.  I 

Large and 
in Charge

(cont. on page 8)

(cont. on page 7)

Secretary’s 
Desk

by Johnathon Venable

The board of directors of Cypress 
Symphonic Band met on 
Sunday, April 10, 2016 at Frey’s 

Backyard Cafe, 14441 FM 2920 Road, 
Tomball, TX 77377. The board mem-
bers in attendance were Mrs. Leslie 
Parish, Mr. Ron Graves, Mr. Thomas 
Pentecost, Mrs. Kim Beale, Mr. Stewart 
Foster, Mr. Dave Cloud, Ms. Judy Van 
Norman, and Mr. Johnathon Venable. 
No board members were absent this 
meeting. Also in attendance were Dr. 
Clancy Weeks and Mr. Bill Stutsman. 
All board members being present, the 
required quorum was met and the 
meeting called to order at 5:02 pm.

The minutes from the meeting on 
January 10, 2016 were read. There 
being no corrections, Mr. Cloud 
made a motion that the minutes be 
accepted as written. Mr. Pentecost 
seconded the motion, and the mo-

tion passed unanimously. 

Because of the loss of 
24-hour access to 

our Public 
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Storage unit, it was decided that ev-
erything in storage will be moved to a 
room at the community center. Mrs. 
Leslie Parish has already received ap-
proval via email to begin moving in and 
will call the community center to con-
firm. If it is determined that the storage 
area at the community center does not 
meet our needs, the board will look for 
a unit elsewhere that is smaller than 
the current unit at Public Storage.

At the concert on April 3, a new picture 
of the band was taken by Mr. Clay Reid. 
Mr. Venable will email digital copies to Dr. 
Weeks and Mrs. Parish so that the photo 
may be uploaded to the band’s website.

The first issue of the quarterly email 
newsletter will be sent out in July as a 
PDF via email in addition to being post-
ed on the band’s website and Facebook 
page. Required for the first issue is an 
article from the president of the band, 
an article from one of the directors, an 
article by a board member at large, an 
article or story from a member of the 
band, and a feature on one of the com-
posers of a Call for Scores winning entry. 

Leslie will soon be ordering polo shirts 
for the band. The board decided that a 
shirt will be ordered for every member 
of the band, even those who have not 
paid for one, as well as extra shirts in 
the most common sizes. Mrs. Parish will 
contact anyone who has yet to order 
a shirt, and a link to the band’s online 
store will be posted to the website.

Tentative dates have been set for the 
2016-2017 concert season. The first con-
cert will be held on September 25, 2016 
at 3:00 pm. The ideal date for the holiday 
concert is the weekend of December 3, 
but the weekend of December 10 was 
also proposed, with a preference for a 
Saturday concert. These dates will need 
to be checked against the church’s sched-
ule to avoid conflicts. The spring concert 
is March 25, 2017, and the pre-
ferred date for 

the 2017 patriotic con-
cert is July 1, though 
June 24 is also an 
option in case of con-
flicts with the church 
or other ensembles.

Our primary fundraising 
goals for the 2016-2017 
season are a set of bells 
and a 30”-32” timpani 
to complete the set 
of four. We will also 
need to raise money 
to purchase new music 
for the upcoming sea-
son, with the amount 
dependent on the quality and number of 
submissions to the Call for Scores com-
petition. An advertisement for the band’s 
GoFundMe and AmazonSmile campaigns 
will be created and inserted into the 
programs for the next concert and in 
the newsletter. Links to the GoFundMe 
campaign pages will be posted again on 
the band’s website and Facebook pages. 

A meeting of the section leaders will be 
held in early July. Mrs. Parish will be cre-
ating and sending out a section leader 
application that outlines the duties of 
a section leader and asks the applicant 
what he or she can bring to the section. 

The First Presbyterian Church of 
Tomball has invited the band to per-
form next season. The possibility 
of performing a second Christmas 
or patriotic concert was discussed, 
with a possible concert to be held on 
December 4 or December 11, 2016.

Due to the growing size of the band and 
the current size of some sections, it is 
now necessary to close membership 
within certain sections. Anyone interest-
ed in joining one of these closed sections 
will be placed on a waiting list until there 
is an opening. Mr. Venable will be in 
charge of membership duties as well as 
maintaining waiting lists and updating 
the status of each 

section. The sections currently closed 
are: flutes, all clarinets, oboes, saxo-
phones, euphoniums, and string bass.

Because of the new membership policy, 
Dr. Weeks outlined an ideal instrumen-
tation list for the band. The optimal 
size of the band is between 55 and 60 
people, to be comprised of the follow-
ing: eight flutes, with one player dou-
bling on piccolo; two oboes, with one 
player doubling on English horn; two 
bassoons; one contrabassoon; eight or 
nine Bb clarinets, with one player dou-
bling on Eb clarinet; two bass clarinets; 
one contra-alto or contrabass clarinet; 
two alto saxophones; one tenor saxo-
phone; one baritone saxophone; six to 
eight French horns; seven trumpets; 
six to eight trombones, with two play-
ers on bass trombone; two or three 
euphoniums; three to four tubas; one 
string bass; and six percussion players. 

The next board meeting will be held 
at dinner after the concert on June 25 
at the China Inn Cafe, 12343 Barker 
Cypress Road, #150, Cypress, TX 77429.

There not being any other new business, 
Mr. Cloud moved that the meeting be ad-
journed. Mr. Pentecost seconded the mo-
tion, and it passed unanimously at 7:35 
pm.

(Secretary’s Desk, cont. from page 6)
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Large and In Charge, cont. from page 6

set out a schedule of practice, every 
day, starting with just a few minutes 
(all of the endurance that I had) the 
first day and adding a few minutes each 
successive day until I was practicing 
an hour each day.  In the car, driving 
to work, I quietly practiced double 
and triple tounging (diga-diga-diga, 
dikita-dikita-dikita), urging my lazy 
mouth muscles to do what my brain 
wanted to hear.  After three months 
Sue insisted that I accompany her to 
a rehearsal and meet the band, al-
though I was sure that I was not ready.

At that first rehearsal I learned a few 
more things.  1) Community bands are, 
in general, very supportive groups; if 
you have a genuine interest in making 
music and improving your personal skill, 
your band-mates will help you every 
step of the way.  2) The equipment that 
you have from high school (and maybe 
from college) may be, shall we say, less 
than professional grade.  This is not to 
say that you cannot use it, or that you 
will be refused admission to the section, 
but you may find that an upgrade is in 
order if you want to really blend in with 

the other members of your section.  3) 
Community band members are a very 
diverse group, ranging from music 
teachers and professional musicians to 
dedicated amateurs like me.  The thing 
that they all have in common is a love 
of music, and the desire to improve as 
a group.  The free advice available at 
each and every rehearsal is invaluable.

That second point, about equipment, 
bears further caution.  Many people 
who adopt a new hobby find that it con-
sumes most of their expendible income.  
Golfers collect putters and drivers; 
musician collect instruments.  Within 
two years of returning to the trombone 
I had acquired 5 of them, and a dozen 
mouthpieces (all different!).  The good 
news is that I bought most of them used, 
spending way too many hours on eBay 
trying to score a bargain, and re-sold 
most of the instruments after compar-
ing them and playing them for a few 
weeks or months.  Some I even traded 
for different horns to try.  You might also 
find that your new friends in band have 
instruments that they will lend you for 
a few days or weeks to try out (some-
times with the hope of selling them to 
you!).  And remember that appearance 

is secondary to function; most of the 
trombones that I bought were dented, 
the lacquer worn away, but perfectly 
playable.  After learning how each felt, 
through hours of playing and comparing 
them to my other “temporary” horns, 
I developed a list of my own “favorite 
features”, and used that list in my search 
for the next horn.  Will I stop buying 
trombones?  No, but the initial flurry, 
when I was “test-driving” so many dif-
ferent basic styles, is over.  I now know 
what I like (and do not like), and have the 
added experience of “third-party” asses-
ment of my choices (when I took them 
to band, my section mates gleefully told 
me what they thought, good or bad).

Was it a good birthday present?  
Absolutely.  Sue says that she unleashed 
a monster, and I have to agree, but it’s 
a friendly monster.  We both under-
stand that music, if it is in you, can not 
be suppressed for long.  I now attend 
rehearsals three nights a week, play-
ing in two bands and singing in a choir, 
and performing in church nearly every 
Sunday.  The other four nights are spent 
practicing and trying to remember what 
it was like before I had a hobby that 
consumes every hour of my spare time.

as the common stadium lights provid-
ed so little illumination. He was always 
ahead of the curve because he never 
saw the limitations of his knowledge, 
only that there was more to learn. I 
think he drove my mom crazy at times 
with his constant tinkering with the 
systems in their business. She was the 
real photographer in the family–the 
one with actual training in the art–but 
it was my father who kept the whole 
machine running. If it was new and un-
known, he wanted to know it and use it.

This is what my father taught me. 
He showed me that anything is pos-
sible as long as you understand the 
basics, and that I should never be 
afraid to try something new. These 

days, every time someone asks me 
“how did you do that?” I always an-
swer “my daddy taught me.”

I tell you that story to tell you this: 
Fear of the new or different is death 
for the Arts. Fear of the difficult is 
what keeps us from striving. Fear 
of failure keeps us from doing.

Stretching the boundaries of what 
we can accomplish is what makes us 
better as a band. The old saw about 
“that which doesn’t kill you only makes 
you stronger” holds a lot of truth. The 
exceptional exceeds our grasp only 
when we give up and cease trying.

Biting off more than you can chew might 
choke you, but it will sustain you.

There have been times last season 
when we clearly bit off more than we 
could chew, and performances suf-

fered for that. What we also did, 
though, was in-

crease our ability to read and play dif-
ficult music. A previous band of mine 
(which will remain nameless) had the 
most difficult time learning Armenian 
Dances and the odd meter section. This 
band read it with with little difficulty.

The reason for this is simple: we 
have read and performed a lot of 
odd-meter pieces over the last 
three years. Trust me when I say the 
first few did not go swimmingly.

Dr. Robert Duke at UT Austin once told 
me “If the band sightreads a piece of 
music at tempo, and it doesn’t at least 
sound recognizeable, it’s too hard.”  
For the most part I agree with that, 
though with community band it still 
all comes down to how much every-
one is willing to work on their part.

What you absolutely can’t do, 
though, is be afraid to try.

(The Podium, cont. from page 1)


