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The 
Podium

by Clancy Weeks

Why ARE We Here?

Something I’ve always found interesting 
about music is its ability to bring people 
together. I’m not referring to the emo-
tional, spiritual unity of which we often 
speak, but the physical coming together 
of various individuals to create a musical 
experience as active participants. Often, 
these individuals have nothing in com-
mon other than this musical experience.  
At any given rehearsal someone new 
might walk in the door to join the group. 
This person may have heard about the 
group from a website, a notice in a 
newsletter, or simply word-of-mouth.

It’s estimated there are about 2,500 
community bands in America, varying 
in size, experience, quality, repertoire, 
and instrumentation.  They consist of 
amateur adult wind and percussion 
players coming together to put on an 
occasional performance for the purpose 
of a musical or fellowship experience.

The impetus for this comes from our 
public school band programs. When 
I was directing in the schools, it was 
about making music and working with 
kids. But after several years I realized for 
most students, it’s about the fellowship.  
Music was secondary. (The marching was 
probably even less important.) Students 
we were starting in the sixth grade were 
forming friendships that would last at 
least through high school. I realized 
that was an even more beautiful thing 
than the music. Recently I’ve had the 
joy of reconnecting with high school 
band friends in current social media.

I’ve also been grateful for the fine 
friends my son made as he progressed 
through the band program feeding 
Langham Creek High School. He grad-
uated in 2010, and to my surprise 
he still maintains these high school 
friendships to a much greater degree 
than his college acquaintances.

But with The Cypress Symphonic Band, 
the makeup is not entirely random. 
Our band enjoys at 
least 

four married couples, a pair of broth-
ers, and a mother-daughter combi-
nation in its membership. In these 
times of generational gaps and time 
constraints of family activities, I 
find this to be very gratifying.

I try to take advantage of the commu-
nity band phenomenon when I travel. I 
examine the region I am going to to see 
if there is a group I might sit in with. It al-
lows me to extend my personal network 
and make some pleasant acquaintances.
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President’s 
Address

by Leslie Parish

W          ith the holidays fast ap-
proaching, we are not only 
getting the music ready for 

our special holiday concert on December 
10th  at 3:00 pm, but we are also col-
lecting items for the Silent Auction to 
be held at that concert.  The themes 
this year are:  Pamper Yourself, For the 
Cook, Cat Lover, Dog Lover, Book Lover, 
Holiday Fun, Health-Nutrition-Fitness, 
Educational Toy/Games for Children, 
and For the Sports Fan.  Items are due 
by November 22nd at rehearsal, and 
smaller baskets will be made for the 
auction to aid folks in winning a bid.  

We will be selling $1 raffle tickets to play 
the sleigh bells on “Sleigh Ride” in the 
second half of the holiday concert.  A 
band member will demonstrate how 
easy it is to play that particular instru-
ment.  Don’t be afraid – it is really quite 
fun – and purchase lots of raffle tickets 
for a chance to play with the band!

We also have our annual Chili Cook-Off 
on Saturday, November 12th, at Spring 
Creek Park, 15012 Brown Road, Tomball, 
TX 77375 from 11 to 5 pm in the large 
barbecue pavilion.  Bring chili, soup, 
crackers or chips,  desserts, or whatever 
else you want.  Hopefully the weather will 
cooperate and be cool, but even if it rains, 
we are under cover.  This will be held rain 
or shine!  We had fun last year, so please 
don’t miss it.  This is open to our patrons 

as well, so feel free to join us.  We al-
ways have an over-abundance of food.

With more percussionists joining the 
band, we are fundraising to purchase 
a new bell set, a fourth timpani, a xy-
lophone and/or marimba and assorted 
mallets.  Please consider making a do-
nation through our Go Fund Me page, 
which can be found on our Facebook 
page.  More information on this can be 
found elsewhere in this newsletter.

Please also remember to shop https://
smile.amazon.com and look for Cypress 
Symphonic Band, Inc. under Supporting 
Charities.  You can bookmark the page 
for easy access with the button below: 

Just copy and paste into your brows-
er, set to your favorites, and go shop-
ping!  Every dollar spent provides us 
with charitable donation money for 
our support.  With the holiday shop-
ping season upon us, this is an easy and 
excellent way to support the band.

We received many compliments on our 
fall concert, especially for our contest 
winner, “Anubis.”  It is always great 
to hear new music, and even greater 
when the audience appreciates the 
work.  We do not have any contest 
winners for the holiday concert, but 
stick around for the spring and patriot-
ic concerts, when we do have the rest 
of our Call for Scores contest winners 
scheduled for their world premiere. It 
promises to be a great musical season!

On a personal note, thank you to ev-
eryone in the band for your hard work 
and attendance.  You have become a 
group that cares for each other and 
produces quality concerts for the en-
joyment of our audience.  You are a 
good family, and I am proud of you!

EVENTS
2016–2017 SEASON

JULY 12
READING SESSION 1

JULY 19
READING SESSION 2

JULY 26
CALL FOR SCORES 
READING SESSION 

AUGUST 2
REHEARSALS BEGIN

SEPTEMBER  25
FALL CONCERT

DECEMBER 10
HOLIDAY CONCERT

MARCH 25
SPRING CONCERT

JULY 1
PATRIOTIC CONCERT
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Composer’s Corner
SPOTLIGHT:  LEON STEWARD

by Kim Beale 

The composer’s corner today fea-
tures Leon Steward, who has won 
our Call for Scores competition for 
the last 3 years.  Many of our pa-
trons will recognize these titles: 

Bryce Canyon Echoes

Critters from the Garden of Turbulence

Across the Wind’s Twelve Quarters

Bohemian Soiree

Mr. Steward has directec bands in Texas 
for nearly 30 years, the last 17 of which 
at Hondo High School near San Antonio, 
Texas.   He earned a BS in Music Theory 
and Composition, and a Master’s in 
Music Education from Lamar University.  

Who or what inspired you to 
become a band director?

I really wanted to be an architect but I 
stunk at math so I chose music.  *snicker* 
Actually, my high school band director 
Charles Forque inspired me.   The pro-
gram was good and so 
was the band.  We had 
some ‘greats’ visit our 
school.  Doc Severinsen 
was a guest soloist and 
Václav Nelhýbel was a 
guest clinician.  Who 
wouldn’t be inspired by 
that?  I loved the whole 
band scene—how it 
made me feel and what 
it did for me—I wanted 
to that for my students.

Are you interested in 
climbing the proverbi-
al academic ladder?

I don’t think so.  I am happy where 
I am.  I am proud of the program 
we have built at Hondo and I have 
a supportive administration.  

Is teaching or composi-
tion your passion?

I’d say it’s half and half.  

What inspires you when 
you compose?

Darkness.

Can you elaborate?

Well, my childhood was tough.  My 

parents splitting when I was in 6th 
grade, living with other family mem-
bers, changing schools 15 times by 
the time I graduated… stuff like that.  
So when I got turned on to Black 
Sabbath, it spoke to me.  It was raw, 
heavy, and I loved that sound.  I have 

(cont. on page 5)
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Cypress Symphonic Band
Treasurer’s Report

January 1, 2016 – October 16, 2016

• Current standing  (as of October 14, 2016)

Account Balance

$2572.16

100.00

$2472.16

$601.94

Checking account

Pending checks

Total checking

Savings account

Total $3074.10

by Ron Graves

The Cypress Symphonic Band is pleased 
and honored to call Cornerstone 
United Methodist Church its home.  

Cornerstone was founded in 1983 
by Pastor Douglas Caldwell and 17 
congregants. The congregation grew 
rapidly and by 1988 a worship center 
was completed on Ridge Park Drive 
in Copperfield.  Soon an education 
building was added.  This addition ac-
commodated Sunday school classes as 
well as a preschool.  The Cornerstone 
Preschool became very successful with 
an enrollment of 330 and a staff of 52.

The church outgrew the Ridge Park 
location and relocated to its pres-
ent home on West Road in 2010.  At 
West Road a sanctuary and education 
building were constructed to accom-
modate the worship and education 
needs of the growing congregation.  
Now a family life center is nearing 
completion which will become the 
location of the Cypress Symphonic 
Band’s rehearsals and performances. 

There is as active music ministry 
that includes the Chancel Choir, 
praise band, and a bell choir. 

Cornerstone is a welcoming church 
of approximately 700 members.  
Three services are offered each 
Sunday. Two of the services are 
traditional in nature and meet at 
8:30 and 10:45.  A contemporary 
service meets at 9:35 simulta-
neously with Sunday school.  

All are invited to come, vis-
it, and join Cornerstone.

www.cornerstoneumc.org
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always been drawn to that kind of 
music.  My first concert was Rush and 
Blue Oyster Cult.  When I started writ-
ing, I wanted that depth to my music. 

In terms of your composition style, 
how would you describe it?

The best way I can describe it is if 
[Claude] Debussy was a painter, he 
would be considered a minimalist—
less is more.   [Johann] Strauss, as a 
painter would use all the colors in 
the spectrum and when the painting 
was complete, he would take all the 
paint left on the palette and throw it 
on the canvas.  That’s me.  I use it all!

What is your favorite age group 
to target your compositions?

Middle school and high 
school.  They appreciate it.  

Least favorite?

Grade 3 [music grade, not actual 
grade level] and below.  It’s a chal-
lenge to write for that level player… 
they have less skill, limited range and 
it must sound good the first time 
they play it.  If they have to fight with 
it, they won’t play it.  It needs to be 
accessible to the level player.  And 
I don’t write a lot of really difficult 
pieces because those don’t get played 
much by unknown composers.  

Least favorite instru-
ment to write for?

Saxophone.   I don’t like the sound 
but it’s because most people can’t 
play it well.  And tuba because I don’t 
think I write well for that instrument.  

Favorite?

To write for: flute and clarinet.  To 
play: French horn.  And 
I love 

the uniqueness of the bas-
soon.  Nothing sounds like it.  

What is your pet peeve when 
working with a band play-
ing a piece of your music?  

Nothing.  I want it to be played 
the way it was perceived by the 
conductor and the group.  

If you are asking what my pet peeves 
are in general, they are punctual-
ity and cell phones.  Cell phones 
are a bane on our society.  

What will I find on your playlist?

Rival Sons, Symphony X, Frank Zappa, 
Rush, Black Sabbath, and Led Zeppelin.

What is your most prized posses-
sion?  If your house was on fire and 
the family and animals were safe, 
what would you go back for?   

A coffee mug from my 1st grade teach-
er.  It has a bunny on it and my name 
in gold leaf.  That was from 1966.  I’d 
also go back for my ES 335 Gibson 
studio guitar.  I love that guitar.   

Favorite piece you ever composed:  

I have a couple:  The Songs of Distant 
Earth because of the tension, the way 
it builds and its release. It’s based on 
the book of the same title by Arthur C. 
Clark.  There is a beautiful passage that 
spoke to me.  You can find it in Chapter 
52, in the 6th edition.   [Mr. Steward read 
me the passage, and it is beautiful.  I 
challenge you, the reader, to find it.  The 
first person to post on our Facebook 
page the first 5 words of the passage 
will win front row seats to our next con-
cert.]  The other is Caravan to Midnight.  
It’s very harsh.  It’s the musical story of 
the journey from Warsaw to Auschwitz 
during 

WWII.   At the end there is tone clus-
ter, and it finishes with a low flute 
portamento [pitch bend or fall] as 
the doors of the cattle car open and 
they see the gates of Auschwitz.  

Who is your favorite com-
poser and why?  

Mozart because he wrote from 
the heart.  His music is never in-
tentionally dissonant.  It’s the 
true definition of pure music.  

Least favorite composer?  

Clancy Weeks.  Music is over-
done and just not my style.  
(right back at ya. –ed.)

Of what are you most proud?   
And don’t say your kids.  

I paid for my own education, 
working mostly in food ser-
vice—waiting tables, bartend-
ing.  I worked all the time.  

Any regrets?  

I wish I had studied more 
and made better grades.  I 
was an average student.

Tell me something most peo-
ple don’t know about you.  

My grandfather was a German 
soldier. He fought in WWII.  

What does the next chapter hold?

Do you mean after I retire?  I have a 
publishing company, Echelon Music 
Press that will keep me busy.  Oh, 
and I’ll probably do some wood-
working and play some golf.  I 
can tell you what I won’t be do-
ing… going to football games!

(Composer’s Corner, cont. from page 3)
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by Amanda Billard

I was asked to write an article for our 
newsletter; something about concert 
band-life. Maybe about the almighty con-
ductor, our noble president, or the cohe-
sive unit our group has become. Yeah, we 
have all that stuff, but let’s talk about the 
most underappreciated facet of the band.

The saxophone section.

I jest, of course, but it hasn’t been an 
easy road for the saxophone. In 1841, 
dear old Adolph Sax came up with the 
idea for an instrument that would spout 
the bravado of a brass instrument, exude 
the subtleties of a woodwind instrument, 
and express the facility of a stringed 
instrument. With a working prototype 
and patent by 1846, the saxophone was 
well on its way to becoming an in-
tegral part of the orchestra.

The saxophone was not 
immediately accept-
ed into music world. 
Unfortunately, 
Adolph was a so-
cial outcast who 
was notorious for 
being hard to get 
along with, so he and 
his creations were scoffed 
at by key players in the indus-
try who may have otherwise welcomed 

the instrument with open arms. That, 
and the fact that—at the time (bite 
your tongue, Clancy)—the instrument 
had significant intonation issues. 

The ambivalent French led us to where 
we are today by reluctantly agreeing to 
allow the saxophone into their military 
bands to beef up their embarrassingly 
weak sound. It was a huge success, and 
those military bands brought the voice of 
the sax around the world, most notably 
to the streets of New Orleans. The saxo-
phone was and is a key player in jazz mu-
sic. A stroll through the French Quarter 
will tell you that sax music is alive and 
swinging, with players belting it out in 
the streets and in the bars. The soul of 
the south sings with the voice of a sax.

The saxophone has been an import-
ant staple in pop culture, as well. How 
different would the 80’s have been 
without the dulcet tones of Kenny G, 
George Michael whispering careless-
ly, or that new drug that Huey Lewis 
wanted. More recently, we are seeing 
artists such as Lady Gaga and Katy Perry 
using the sultry horn in their music.

Saxophone players hear many things 
from their conductor and band mates. 
Quieter. Softer. A little less. Maybe not 
so much. You sure you want to play, or 
maybe you’d like to just go get the band 
some coffee? But seriously, a saxophone 
can be useful in filling in for other in-
struments, and doubling on some really 
beautiful duets. A sax can fill in for a 
missing English horn, double a French 
horn part, or even pick up bassoon 

Large and 
in Charge

(cont. on page 8)

(cont. on page 7)

Secretary’s 
Desk

by Johnathon Venable

The board of directors of Cypress 
Symphonic Band met on Saturday, June 
25, 2016 at China Inn Café, 12343 Barker 
Cypress Road #150, Cypress, TX 77429. 
The board members in attendance were 
Mrs. Leslie Parish, Mr. Ron Graves, Mrs. 
Kim Beale, Mr. Steward Foster, Mr. Dave 
Cloud, and Mr. Johnathon Venable. 
Ms. Judy Van Norman and Mr. Thomas 
Pentecost were absent this meeting. 
Also in attendance were Dr. Clancy 
Weeks and Mr. Bill Stutsman. Six board 
members being present, the required 
quorum of attendance was met, and the 
meeting was called to order at 5:53 pm.

The minutes from the meeting on April 
10, 2016 were read. There being no 
corrections, Mr. Cloud made a motion 
that the minutes be accepted as written, 
and the motion was seconded by Mrs. 
Beale. The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Ron Graves presented his trea-
surer’s report for the period 

between January 1, 
2016 and June 

24, 2016. 
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According to his report, the band had 
– as of June 24 – a combined total of 
$1355.79 in its checking and savings 
accounts. Mr. Cloud moved that the 
treasurer’s report be accepted as pre-
sented. Mr. Venable seconded the 
motion, and it passed unanimously. 

Old Business

The Cypress Symphonic Band held its 
Independence Day concert, the final 
concert of the 2015-2016 season, on 
June 25, 2016 at Cornerstone United 
Methodist Church. The band raised 
$325 in donations at this performance.

An ad hoc committee met on May 7, 
2016 at the home of Mr. Ron Graves. 
The committee met to review and 
change the band’s by-laws regarding the 
nomination and election of officers. 

The application deadline for the 2017 
Association of Concert Bands conven-
tion passed without the submission 
of an application from the band. The 
band will aim to apply next year.

The silent auction that was to be held at 
the concert on June 25 was cancelled due 
to time constraints and inclement weath-
er. The board intends to hold a silent auc-
tion at next season’s December concert.

New Business

Rehearsals for the 2016-2017 be-
gin on July 12 at the Richard and 
Meg Weekley Community Center.

The band will play through the top entries 
in the 2016-2017 Call for Scores competi-
tion on July 19, 2016 – the second rehears-
al of the 2016-2017 season. The band will 
sight read approximately ten to twelve 
pieces of music and then vote on which 
should be performed throughout the 
upcoming season.

The first two con-
cert dates for the 
2016-2017 season 
– September 25 and 
December 10 – have 
been confirmed with 
Cornerstone United 
Church. The concert 
dates in March and July 
of 2017 remain tenta-
tive. Mr. Bill Stutsman 
will check the dates 
against Cornerstone 
UMC’s schedule.

Section leaders met previously to dis-
cuss and create a new membership 
policy for the band. Mr. Venable will 
write the final draft, which will be then 
presented to the members of the band.

Due to the growing size of the band, the 
waiting list policy has now gone into effect. 
Any person wishing to join a closed section 
of the band will be placed on a waiting 
list until a seat is opened or created.

The section leaders for the 2016-2017 
season are Mrs. Sue Cloud, flute; Mr. 
Johnathon Venable, clarinet; Mrs. Katy 
Mayo, double reeds; Mr. Len Bates, 
saxophone; Mr. Warren Ackerman, 
trumpet; Mrs. Molly Weeks, horn; 
Mr. Ron Graves, low brass; and Mr. 
Keith McDaniel, percussion.

New music for the 2016-2017 season 
has been purchased. $1200 was spent; 
the band went over the allotted sheet 
music budget by $200. Mr. Stutsman 
will be reimbursing the band for one 
of the newly purchased pieces.

The rescheduled Spring Picnic will be held 
on Saturday, August 6 at Spring Creek Park 
in Tomball, 

TX. Mr. Venable will send reminders to 
the board members regarding food and 
other items to be brought to the picnic. 

Several small baskets will be auctioned 
at the concert on December 10. The 
baskets will consist of eight to ten items 
assembled around various themes.

The band is now selling ads for the 
2016-2017 season program. One ad has 
already been sold to Best Band Repair. 
A GoFundMe/AmazonSmile insert will 
also be included in the program.

Mr. Ron Graves is keeping a list of every-
one who makes a donation to the band. 
In accordance with IRS rules, a written 
record will be mailed to each donor.

The next board meeting will be held 
at 10 am on Saturday, October 1, 2016 
at La Madeleine, 19710 Northwest 
Freeway #100, Houston, TX 77065.

There being no further new business, 
Mr. Dave Cloud moved that the meet-
ing be adjourned. Mr. Stewart Foster 
seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously at 7:56 pm.

(Secretary’s Desk, cont. from page 6)
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Large and In Charge, cont. from page 6

cues. And, if you find a conductor cool 
enough, a sax player might be unleashed 
upon the world with a rockin’ solo.

Our band is full of sax. We boast 
one soprano saxophone, four alto 
saxophones, two tenors, and a bari-
tone saxophone. Four members will 

occasionally get together and perform 
a saxophone quartet during the inter-
missions of our concerts. Perhaps our 
section will grow further, and acquire 
the smallest member of the sax fami-
ly-the sopranino saxophone. Or, even 
better (I can almost hear the band 
cringing now) the behemoth of the sax 

family: the subcontrabass saxophone. 
If you want your molars to rattle…

So love your saxes. We have a 
bold sound, a delicate softness, 
and the soul to rock you. 

Come to the dark side. We have reeds.

This past summer I had the great plea-
sure of participating in a conducting 
workshop at California State University 
- Los Angeles. The five-day event in-
cluded fifty participants, players, and 
clinicians. What was amazing was I could 
walk into a room full of strangers and 
have an immediate rapport with them 
through music.  Our clinicians were Dr. 
Emily Moss, the workshop coordinator, 
Dr. Robert Belser of the University of 
Wyoming, and Colonel Michael Colburn. 
The year before Colonel Colburn had re-
tired as director of The Marine Band and 
taken the position of Director of Bands 
at Butler University in Indianapolis. I had 
many encounters with Butler since I was 
a freshman in high school twenty miles 
away, and was one more thing we had 

in common. Though I looked forward 
to the workshop as an opportunity to 
improve as a conductor, I was surprised 
at the great friendships formed with 
people I would not have otherwise met.

About fifteen years ago I walked into 
my first community band rehearsal 
here in Houston. There was someone 
there who looked very familiar to me. I 
began speaking to her, and pointed out 
the familiarity I was feeling. She didn’t 
recognize me. Before we could track 
it down, we were interrupted as the 
rehearsal started. I took a seat in the 
third clarinet section and tried to place 
this person. I was methodically going 
through my years in Houston, trying to 
come up with a name and place to go 
with the face. During the rehearsal I 
mentioned to the person next to me that 
I was from Indiana. They said I should 

talk to another band member as this 
person was also from 

Indiana. My band neighbor was refer-
ring to the woman I had sort of recog-
nized. In my mind I had gone back about 
twenty-five years to place her. I should 
have gone back thirty-five. It turned out 
that she attended Indiana University 
School of Music at the same time as I.

This is but another example of music 
creating important ties in my life. Music 
has taught me to value the friendships 
over the music itself. That feeling has 
been born out in working with CSB.

(The Podium, cont. from page 1)

Our expert staff of Enrolled Agents (EA), CPA and 
Tax Attorney are ready to help you  

MISSED THE DEADLINE? 

For Quality Personal Service call: 
281-463-3430 
www.fowlertax.com 
17440 FM 529 STE 115, 
Houston, TX  77095

Fowler Tax provides the highest quality:
• Individual / Business Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
• Certifi ed Quickbooks Pro Advisor
• IRS Representation 

(We will solve your IRS problem, lien, levy or Audit)

Mention this ad for a $39 Discount. New clients only. Peggy Price, EA

WE ARE AVAILABLE YEAR ROUND TO HELP YOU!

Proud members of: 

For Quality Personal Service call: 


